Annual Report 2014 to 2015

Introduction

The Borough’s Standing Advisory Council on
Religious Education (SACRE) is required, in
accordance with Section 391(6) of the Education Act
1996, to publish an annual report on its activities.

Part one

Records the terms of reference of the London Borough
of Hammersmith & Fulham SACRE and the occasions
on which it met in 2014 to 2015.

Part two

Reports the matters dealt with by the SACRE during the
year.

Part three

Notes the composition and membership of the SACRE.



Part one

The establishment, terms of
reference and meetings of the
SACRE

1.

3.

The Borough’s SACRE was established
by the Education Committee in January
1990. Its current terms of reference, as
laid down by the Education Reform Act
1998, are: “to advise the authority upon
such matters connected with religious
worship in county schools and the
religious education to be given in
accordance with an agreed syllabus as
the authority may refer to the Council or
as the council may see fit.”

In particular the SACRE is charged with
the following responsibilities:

e |t can require the authority to review
the Agreed Syllabus on religious
education.

e |t may determine, on application by
the headteacher that the
requirement for collective worship in
community schools to be wholly or
mainly of a broadly Christian
character shall not apply to the
collective worship provided for some
or all of its pupils in a particular
school.

e With the authority, to review the
support offered for RE teaching, the
methods of teaching employed, and
teachers’ in-service professional
development.

The SACRE met on three occasions in
2014 to 2015:

12 November 2014;
4 March 2015;

17 June 2015.

The SACRE meets at the Lilla Huset
Professional Development Centre, 191
Talgarth Road, W6 8BJ. Secretarial
assistance and a budget for the
discharge of its duties is provided to
SACRE by the Borough. The SACRE is
grateful to the Borough for making this
support available.



Part two

Matters dealt with by the SACRE in
2014 to 2015

An on-going issue for the SACRE has been
membership numbers. There is an on-going
push to increase numbers so that meetings
can be quorate in the future. It is hoped that
by keeping information on school zone up to
date and relevant and by regularly contacting
the appropriate appointing

membership will increase over time.

Due to the issue raised above the annual
appointment of the Chair has not been made
since meetings of the SACRE have continued
to be inquorate.

Matters discussed during the year include —
e 20+ ideas for SACREs
¢ New Ofsted Inspection Framework
e British Values

NASACRE AGM -
Birmingham

21 May 2015 -

Keynote speakers : Charles Clarke, Visiting
Professor in Politics at the University of East
Anglia. Seminar leaders:Denise Cush,
Professor of Religion and Education at Bath
Spa University. Mary Myatt, Mary Myatt Lead
Ofsted inspector, Culham St Gabriel's Lead
Consultant for Teacher Conferences, adviser,
writer and trainer.

Ms Zelda Bailey kindly agreed to attend the
event on behalf of the SACRE and gave a
detailed and informative feedback to the June
meeting of the SACRE.

The SACRE after spending its time updating
the Agreed Syllabus the previous academic
year has spent time looking at further
guidance for schools. This included
discussion of a visitors policy, as a result
there was a presentation by the PREVENT
team at the summer meeting of the SACRE.

bodies5

7. The PREVENT visitor guidance and

other useful information for schools was
published on the SACRE area of the
school zone. The link to which is given
below.

http://www.lbhf.gov.uk/Directory/Educati
on_and Learning/Schools and College
s/School Staff Zone/192054 Standing
Advisory Council for Religious Educati

on.asp

The requirement for Collective

Worship

8. The SACRE received no requests in

2014 to 2015 from headteachers
seeking a determination to lift or modify
the requirements for collective worship
in their schools. The procedures for
making such a request are set out in
Appendix A of this report. Information
about the procedures can also be
obtained from the Clerk to the SACRE
at the Town Hall, Hornton Street,
London W8 7NX.

Complaints

9. The SACRE was not in 2014 to 2015
asked to deal with any complaints about
the RE curriculum or about religious
worship in community schools.


http://www.lbhf.gov.uk/Directory/Education_and_Learning/Schools_and_Colleges/School_Staff_Zone/192054_Standing_Advisory_Council_for_Religious_Education.asp
http://www.lbhf.gov.uk/Directory/Education_and_Learning/Schools_and_Colleges/School_Staff_Zone/192054_Standing_Advisory_Council_for_Religious_Education.asp
http://www.lbhf.gov.uk/Directory/Education_and_Learning/Schools_and_Colleges/School_Staff_Zone/192054_Standing_Advisory_Council_for_Religious_Education.asp
http://www.lbhf.gov.uk/Directory/Education_and_Learning/Schools_and_Colleges/School_Staff_Zone/192054_Standing_Advisory_Council_for_Religious_Education.asp
http://www.lbhf.gov.uk/Directory/Education_and_Learning/Schools_and_Colleges/School_Staff_Zone/192054_Standing_Advisory_Council_for_Religious_Education.asp

Part three

Composition and members of the SACRE in 2014 to 2015

Chairman of the SACRE Eleanor Allen
Clerk to the SACRE Julie Farmer (Tri-borough Governors Support Team)

GROUP A — up to 9 members
Representing Christian and other religious denominations and non-religious
worldviews

Bhupinder Singh Sikh representative
Graham Newman Jewish representative
Naif Sheikh (V-C) Muslim representative
Lalani Perera Buddhist representative
Zelda Bailey Humanist representative
Daniella Fetuga-Joensuu Methodist representative

Group B — up to 6 members
Representing the Church of England

Eleanor Allen (C)
Liz Wolverson
Revd Mark Osborne

Group C - up to 6 members
Representing teachers (including teachers of RE) and teachers’ associations

Amira Hegazey

Group D - 6 places including 3 co-optees
Representing the Local Authority

Lucy Nutt
Consultant to the SACRE

Ms Lesley Prior



Appendix A

The

requirement for Collective

Worship

Introduction

1.

Section 7 of the Education Reform Act
1988 lays down that the collective
worship required in community schools
shall be wholly or mainly of a broadly
Christian character. DES circular 3/89
states that, in the Secretary of State’s
view, an act of worship which is
‘broadly Christian’ need not contain
only Christian material provided, taken
as a whole, it reflects the traditions of
Christian belief. Any such worship
should not be distinctive of any
particular Christian denomination. It is
not necessary for every act of worship
to be of this character but within each
school term the majority of acts must
be so.

How collective worship is organised is
for the headteacher to decide after
consultation with the governing body,
having regard to the following
considerations:

e any relevant circumstances relating
to the pupils family backgrounds,
for example the faith of the family;

e their ages and aptitudes.
These considerations should inform:

e the extent to which (if at all) any
acts of collective worship in the
school are not of a broadly
Christian character;

e the extent to which the broad
traditions of Christian belief are
reflected in those acts of worship of
a broadly Christian character; and

e the ways in which those traditions
are reflected.

The role of the SACRE

4.

If the headteacher of a community
school considers that the requirements
for collective worship described in
paragraph two could conflict with what
Is required by paragraph three, he or
she can apply to the local Standing
Advisory Council on Religious
Education (SACRE) to lift or modify
the requirements. Before doing so the
headteacher must consult the school’'s
governing body who in turn may wish to
seek the views of parents. The
headteacher’s application does not
need to apply to the whole school. It
can be Ilimited to any class or
description of pupils at the school, and
might relate, for example, to a
particular group or year group(s) in the
school in which there were many pupils
of a particular faith or religion.

The purpose of this procedure is to
allow for acts of collective worship
according to a faith or religion other
than Christianity where, for some or all
of the pupils in a school, the
requirement that worship should be of a
broadly  Christian character is
inappropriate. One factor which may
inform a headteacher’s decision to
make an application to the SACRE is
the extent of withdrawals from Christian
collective worship.

In considering whether to grant a
headteacher's request, the SACRE
must take account of any relevant
circumstances relating to the family
backgrounds of the pupils concerned.
When it has made a determination on
the request — which can only take the
form of acceptance or rejection without
modification — it must communicate this
in writing to the headteacher and state
the date from which it will take effect. It
is for the headteacher to decide what



form the alternative worship will take,
although the SACRE should be
informed of the proposed
arrangements.

The headteacher will wish to take
appropriate  steps to notify the
governing body and parents of the new
arrangements. Where such a
determination is made in respect of all
or some of the pupils in the school,
daily collective worship must still be
provided for them. Where a
determination has been granted in
respect of a class or description of
pupils of a particular faith or religion,
the alternative collective worship may
be provided for those pupils as a
whole. It may not be distinctive of any
particular denomination of any faith or
religion, but may be distinctive of a
particular faith or religion. Parents
continue to have a right to withdraw
their children from this collective
worship.

Any determination made under these
arrangements ends after five years,
unless renewed by the SACRE. There
must be a review by the SACRE no
later than five vyears after any
determination was introduced; and
subsequently within five years of each
review. The headteacher can request
an earlier review at any time, after
consulting with the governing body.
The headteacher must be given an
opportunity to take part in any review

and, in turn, is required to consult the
governing body who may wish to seek
the view of parents.

It has been a legal requirement since
1944 that all pupils attending a
maintained school should take part in
daily collective worship. Section 6 of
the Education Reform Act provides for
flexibility in timing and organisation of
daily collective worship. It need now no
longer be held at the start of the school
day. There may be a single act of
worship for all pupils or separate acts
for pupils in different age groups or
school groups. For this purpose, a
‘school group’ means any group or
combination of groups in which pupils
are taught or take place in other school
activities; it does not mean a group
reflecting particular religious beliefs.

10 If a headteacher considers that
changes of the sort described in
paragraphs four and five of this
appendix are justified, he or she
should:

e consult with the governing body,

e after that, make application to
SACRE on the attached form.



Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education

Application for a variation in the requirement of the Education Act 1988 that collective worship be
wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character.

1. NamMeE Of SCROO . ... e
2. Address Of SCNOOI. ...
3. Name of NeadtEaC . ... . i

4. Pupils for whom the application is made
(Is the application being made on behalf of the whole school or part of it? If a part, state which
group and their numbers.)

5. On what grounds is the application made?
(State why you consider the requirement that collective worship should be ‘wholly or mainly
of a broadly Christian character’ to be inappropriate for pupils. Give any relevant information,
including numbers, on the family background and faith of all pupils who would be affected.)

6. Has the Governing Body been consulted?
(By law it must be. Please state the view the Governing Body gave. Did the Governing Body
consult parents? What was their view?)

7. Have Parents been consulted?
(What were their views?)

8. What form would the proposed alternative form of collective worship take?
(Give as much information as possible.)



Religious Studies GCSEs -

2015
GCSE Full GCSE 2015 2014

Grade:
courses A* A B C D E F G ] Abs Total | A*-C A*-G A*-C A*-G
Fulham College Boys | NE NE NE NE  NE NE NE NE NE NE NE | NE NE NE NE
Phoenix High School 4 6 8 6 6 6 3 2 0 41 | 59% 100% | 100% 100%
Fulham Cross Girls 29 48 25 14 7 1 1 0 0 125 | 93% 100% | 92% 100%
Hurlingham and 2 24 22 21 17 4 4 6 6 106 | 65% 94% 51% 91%
Chelsea
giﬁgeo‘? Heart High 60 43 36 19 4 0 0 1 0 163 | 97% 100% | 97% 100%
Lady Margaret School | 19 18 16 11 3 2 1 1 0 71 | 90% 100% | 79% 100%
;‘Zﬂgg[‘ Oratory 48 54 53 15 6 2 3 1 1 183 | 93%  99% 94% 99%
Burlington Danes 21 32 39 28 15 11 5 1 0 152 | 79% 100% | 86% 100%
Academy
Total 183 225 199 114 58 26 17 12 7 0 841 | 86% 99% 85% 98%




Religious Studies A Levels -

2015
A Levels A Level 2015 2014
Grade:

A* A B C D E U Total | A-C A-E A-C A-E
Fulham College Boys’ | NE NE NE NE  NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE
Phoenix High School NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE
\F’\Q'r'r:fm Morris Sixth NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE
Sacred Heart High 7 7 6 20 |100% 100% NE NE
School
Lady Margaret School 3 7 1 1 12 {100% 100% 87% 100%
London Oratory 3 7 7 4 1 1 23 | 91% 100% 93% 100%
School
Burlington Danes 1 4 5 1 11 | 91% 100% | 75% 100%
Academy
Hammersmith NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE NE
Academy
Ealing, Hammersmith
and West London n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a nya n/a n/a NE NE
College
Total 6 22 19 16 1 2 0 66 | 95% 100% 87% 100%

n/a = not available
NE = Not Entered




